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[bookmark: _GoBack]Family 1
Dora is the divorced mother of 3 children, ages 3, 7, and 8.  She has custody, and her former husband pays $350.00 per month for child support,  earns $12,000 per year in a clerical position.  She rents a house for $600.00 per month and makes a $300.00 per month car payment.  Is there any help for her and her family? Yes, this family has help from SNAP, SSI, TANF, and social services

	Budget Category(monthly)
	Amount ($)
	Family’s Income
	Amount($)

	 Food
	120                                          
	Child support
	350

	Housing
	600
	Monthly income
	1000

	Clothing
	50
	SNAP
	403

	Car payment
	300
	SSI
	1191

	Entertainment
	40
	TANF
	400

	Health Care
	100
	Social Services
	200

	Personal Care 

	80
	
	


         Total Expenses            1290                             Total Income                  35
This means that Dora saves 2254 $ for her family every month
	Budget Category(yearly)
	Amount ($)
	Family’s Income
	Amount($)

	 Food
	1440                                        
	Child support
	4200

	Housing
	7200
	Monthly income
	12000

	Clothing
	600
	SNAP
	49569

	Car payment
	3600
	SSI
	14292

	Entertainment
	480
	TANF
	4800

	Health Care
	1200
	Social Services
	2400

	Personal Care 

	960
	
	


         Total Expenses           15480                             Total Income                  87261
Family 2
John is a disabled man in his early 30's.  He is in a wheelchair, but he has been able to take care of himself until recently.  However, his condition is deteriorating, and he now needs help getting in and out of bed and bathing.  He lives with his mother and his step-father, both of whom are retired.  He does not have any income. It is becoming increasingly difficult for his parents to support him since their retirement a year ago because they have only about $1800 a month, total, in retirement income.  John is eligible to receive SSI and intends to apply, at which point he will also receive Medicaid.  How much will he receive, since he lives with his family?  John's parents receive Medicare and have a supplemental insurance policy.   What kinds of services does the family group need to apply to make life easier for them?


This family group needs to apply for Medicaid, catering to insurance costs for the entire family. John will receive a SNAP amounting to $213. He is also eligible for an SSI amounting to $ 4714.70.

	Budget Category(monthly)
	Amount ($)
	Family’s Income
	Amount($)

	 Food
	200                                          
	Retirement Benefit
	1800

	Clothing
	400
	SNAP
	213

	Health Care
	500
	Social Services
	200

	Personal Care 

	400
	SNAP(household with seniors)
	100

	Transportation
	300
	SSI
	4714.70


         Total Expenses            1800                         Total Income                     7027.70


	Budget Category(yearly )
	Amount ($)
	Family’s Income
	Amount($)

	 Food
	2400                            
	Retirement Benefit
	21600

	Clothing
	4800
	SNAP
	2556

	Health Care
	6000
	Social Services
	2400

	Personal Care 

	4800
	SNAP(household with seniors)
	1200

	Transportation
	3600
	SSI
	56576.40


         Total Expenses            21600                    Total Income                     84332.40
If I compare the two families with a middle-class family with the same number of family members, the most significant difference is the amount of income earned. A middle-class family with an income of about $ 75,000 per year will be able to cater to the family's needs and still have more money to save. The first family happens to have many dependents, and the source of income is barely enough to cater to all the needs. In the second family, all members are not working hence depend on the retirement benefits, which is also little to cater for all the health needs.

 Public goods that I found essential and would enhance the clients' quality of life include unemployment insurance, pension insurance, infrastructure, universal access to healthcare and education, and the need for energy-efficient and affordable to all. Guidance and counseling services should also be put in place to assist single mothers like in family 1 to make the best decisions in planning and budgeting for their families.

